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www.socalsteelhead.org 
5436 Westview Court 

Westlake Village, CA  91362 
tel. (818) 865-2888 

 
COALITION  MEMBERS 
American Whitewater Affiliation 
California Trout 
Center for Biological Diversity 
Clean Up Rincon Effluent  
Conception Coast Project 
Conejo Valley Flyfishers 
Ecology Center of Southern California 
Endangered Habitats League 
Environmental Defense Center 
Friends of the Los Angeles River 
Friends of the River 
Friends of the Santa Clara River 
Friends of the Ventura River 
Golden State Fly Casters 
Heal the Bay 
Keep the Sespe Wild Committee 
RCD of Santa Monica Mountains 
National Audubon Society 
    (Buena Vista Chapter) 
National Audubon Society  
   (Palomar Chapter) 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Pacific Coast Federation of 
    Fishermen’s Associations 
San Diego Trout 
Santa Barbara SEA 
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 
Sierra Club (Angeles Chapter) 
Sierra Club (San Diego Chapter) 
Sierra Pacific Fly Fishers 
Surfrider Foundation (Malibu Chapter) 
Surfrider Foundation (Ventura Chapter) 
The Audubon Center 
Trout Unlimited  
Wilderness Fly Fishers 
 
MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 
Chairman  
  Jim Edmondson (California Trout) 
Vice Chairman  
  Andrew Wetzler (NRDC) 
Secretary 
  Howard Kern (Trout Unlimited) 
At Large Members 
  Bo Meyer (Wilderness Fly Fishers) 
  Kris Schmidt (Sierra Club) 
  David Gottlieb (RCD Santa Monica Mts.) 
  John Buse (Environ. Defense Center) 
 
Coalition Program Coordinator 
David Pritchett,  tel. 805-403-8830 
P. O. Box 91034, Santa Barbara 93190 
 
 

 
02 October 2003     by email attachment 
 
Paul Morabito, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
 
Subject:  Support for Santa Barbara County Fish Passage Program 
  October 2003 Coastal Conservancy Board Meeting 
 
Dear Chair Morabito: 
 
Southern California Steelhead Coalition is extremely pleased to support the proposal by 
County of Santa Barbara Water Agency to develop a program for planning, designing, 
and permitting for specific steelhead trout passage projects in southern Santa Barbara 
County.  We have seen the Conservancy’s draft staff recommendation and we 
recommend the Conservancy Board approve the funding request fully as proposed. 
 
The proposed project will be an important step in accomplishing real recovery for 
endangered steelhead in southern California.  Too often, a substantial gap remains 
between a regional planning assessment, which already has been completed for the 
project area, and actual on-the-ground project implementation.  This effort led by the 
Water Agency will fill such a gap by advancing several projects so they are ready to go 
for construction, thereby making them highly competitive for funding through NOAA, 
CDFG, and other sources.  Those funding agencies see too few proposals from 
southern California with fish passage projects already designed and permitted.  
Accordingly, we anticipate an enthusiastic response to such proposals and we do not 
expect that any Conservancy funds will be needed or requested to implement those 
projects when they are ready build in a year or two.   
 
The Conservancy’s investment now in this effort likely will realize a ten-fold financial 
leveraging when all of the fish passages are funded and constructed.  The project will 
be a splendid recognition by the Conservancy to commemorate California Salmon and 
Steelhead Awareness Month, recognized annually in October and established in 2001 
through Resolution no. 2885 by Assemblymember Abel Maldonado. 
 
A few months ago I was glad to assist the Conservancy staff in crafting the project 
concepts and matching the Conservancy with Santa Barbara County Water Agency as a 
grantee.  I can think of no other organization more qualified and better positioned to 
conduct this project.  The Water Agency staff involved in the effort enjoy an excellent 
reputation among local agencies and environmental organizations.   
 
The Steelhead Coalition especially is delighted to see the project address a variety of 
routinely problematic and vexing fish passage barriers, including culverts, open 
concrete channels, instream road crossings, and debris basin impoundments.  Through 
our participation in Santa Barbara County Wetlands Task Force of Southern California 
Wetlands Task Force (a Conservancy initiative), we expect to continue our involvement 
in the project as part of its local Technical Advisory Committee to build consensus on 
which fish passage opportunities should be addressed first and most effectively.   
 
Please feel free to contact me further about this proposed project.  You also may 
contact Jim Edmondson, the Steelhead Coalition Chair, via the address atop this letter.  
Unfortunately, we are not able to visit the Board meeting on 23 October, but we always 
appreciate the Conservancy’s support for recovery of southern California steelhead.   
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
David A. Pritchett 
Steelhead Coalition Program Coordinator 


